
1  [Acts 8:1 KJV]    And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time 

there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and 
they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, 
except the apostles  

   Stephen had just been killed in Acts 7, now in Acts 8, we see that Saul was very 
pleased at his death. Persecution, in Jerusalem, was on the rise. The church was 
scattered. 

   God has His own way of doing things. The Church was going out. It seemed 
that Stephen had to die so the Church would Live. Death and persecution put 
the Church on the move. What will it take for us? 

 

2   [Acts 8:2 KJV]   And devout men carried Stephen [to his burial], and made 

great lamentation over him  

   Devout men, probably not believers in Jesus, they could have felt sorry for 
Stephen because he was a good man, but their grief poured out over his death, 
there was weeping and wailing over him. If they new Jesus there should have 
been Great rejoicing  

    Just being a devout man doesn’t make me right with God or give me spiritual 
understanding. I am a devout Church member,  I am a devout provider for my 
family, I am a devout business owner, but guess what, none of those things will 
get me to heaven, that’s not enough, I am still in need of a Savior. Are you 
Devout or are you Delivered? 

 

3   [Acts 8:3 KJV]  As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every 

house, and haling men and women committed [them] to prison. 

   Saul was viciously attacking the Church, men and women alike. He was 
dragging them out of their houses and  having  them put in prison. He would 
have rather had them killed, all because of their faith in Jesus. 

   Would Providence be considered so in love with Jesus that non-believers would 
be offended because of our faith? Are we that much different than those that 



are lost. I think we take our salvation for granted. We are constantly reminded 
of the persecution around the world today, but does it click? 

 

4    [Acts 8:4 KJV]  Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where 

preaching the word. 

   Finally the Gospel spreads as God intended it to (Mark 16:15, Matthew 28:18-
20). These folks didn’t wait on their seminary degree. They just took off, talking 
about Jesus, wherever they went. 

   That’s our job today, to take the Gospel wherever we go. 

 

5     [Acts 8:5-8 KJV] 5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and 

preached Christ unto them. 6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto 
those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 
For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed 
[with them]: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 8 
And there was great joy in that city. 

   Phillip was appointed to serve the Church family the same time as Stephen. 
Forced to flee persecution, he ended up in Samaria. It’s amazing how God works, 
the Jews were rejecting the Gospel message, so God sent it to the Samaritans. 

   The Jews hated the Samaritans. They considered them low class, half breeds. 
Their pedigree had been corrupted. They were nobody’s to the Jews. But guess 
what, that’s where God sent Phillip to preach. And he did preach, and the 
people received his message, and God did a great work there.    

   How could Phillip preach to such a group of people such as the Samaritans?   
Jesus had changed his heart, that’s how.  He was no longer looking at class or 
race, but at souls in need of salvation. 

  Has Jesus changed your heart? Is everyone worthy of salvation as far as you’re 
concerned? Does our church reflect a people that love our community?    

 



6   [Acts 15:1 KJV] 1 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the 

brethren, [and said], Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye 
cannot be saved.    

 People will travel long distances and go to great lengths to disrupt the work of 
God. Be on guard! 

 

7    [Acts 15:2 KJV] 2 When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension 

and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and 
certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders 
about this question. 

   Salvation is a subject worth knowing something about, it’s not one of those 
subjects that you can just believe what you want. We need to stand on Truth as 
well as stand up for Truth. 

 

8   [Acts 15:3 KJV] 3 And being brought on their way by the church, they passed 

through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles: and they 
caused great joy unto all the brethren. 

    How exciting it should be to all the brethren and the sisteren today,  when 
people are saved. Especially folks we never expected it to happen to. It caused 
great joy in the early church. Conversion of the soul is a work of God, let’s praise 
Him whenever it happens! 

 

9  [Acts 15:4 KJV] 4 And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received 

of the church, and [of] the apostles and elders, and they declared all things that 
God had done with them. 

   The Church needs to get a missionary report as often as possible. It was good to 
have Steve and Rita, and now David and Janice with us. The Church profits from 
hearing how God is using His surrendered servants. 

 



10   [Acts 15:5 KJV]   But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which 

believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command 
[them] to keep the law of Moses. 

   Unless we turn loose of the Jesus plus something mentality, we can’t fully know 
Him. We’ll never know when we’ve kept enough of the law or done enough 
works to be right with God. It’s by grace through faith….a gift. 

 

11    [Acts 15:6 KJV]   And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of 

this matter. 

   When there are very important doctrinal issues to settle, perhaps we should call 
all the churches together and handle them publicly, so we are all on the same 
page. When there is a tough question, there needs to be a sound answer. 

 

12  [Acts 15:7 KJV]   And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, 

and said unto them, Men [and] brethren, ye know how that a good while ago 
God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the 
word of the gospel, and believe. 

   I am so glad that man didn’t get to decide who heard the Gospel then, and 
who hears it today. It’s not His will that any should perish. 

 

13   [Acts 15:8 KJV]   And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, 

giving them the Holy Ghost, even as [he did] unto us; 

   Everyone who believes, is a soldier in God’s army, whether they are rich or 
poor, clean or dirty, fat or skinny, popular or nobodies. If God accepts them into 
His work, what right do we have to turn them away? 

 

14   [Acts 15:9 KJV]   And put no difference between us and them, purifying their 

hearts by faith. 



   Faith is still the only way to please God, and faith can still purify the dirtiest 
heart. Praise the Lord! 

 

15   [Acts 15:10 KJV]    Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the 

neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 

   God has never saved anyone through the keeping of the law. Why? Nobody 
ever kept it. Salvation is only through faith in the risen Lord. 

 

16   [Acts 15:11 KJV]    But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ we shall be saved, even as they. 

   This chapter in Acts is very important to the Gentiles. If you’re not a Jew, praise 
the Lord that His Gospel message was taken to the Gentiles. Praise the Lord that 
this is still the time of the Gentiles,  that we are still being saved today as they 
were then. Praise the Lord that the requirements for Jew and Gentile are exactly 
the same. 

 

17   [Acts 15:12 KJV]    Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to 

Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had wrought 
among the Gentiles by them. 

   All these men had to change the way they thought about the folks that were 
different than them. They didn’t allow a lifetime of tradition keep them from 
serving God first and people second. Even people, that at one time, were 
despised in their culture. God was able to use these men to love those that were 
once unlovable. Through it all God received the glory. 

 

18   [Acts 15:13 KJV]   And after they had held their peace, James answered, 

saying, Men [and] brethren, hearken unto me: 

James is Jesus’ half-brother and the leader at the Church in Jerusalem and he is 
telling the crowd to listen very closely.  



   [Acts 15:14 KJV]   Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the 
Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. 

  James agrees with what Simon Peter has said that God is visiting the Gentiles to 
take out of them a people for His name. God’s Word is to go into all the world, 
everybody won’t like it, and some will turn from it, but it must go out because 
God is calling out a people for His name. 

   Today the Word is going out to all walks of life. It’s on the radio, the television, 
the internet, it’s on cd’s and thumb drives, cell phones and iPods. God promises 
that His Word will not return void (Isaiah 55:11). So what is God’s word 
accomplishing, it’s calling out a people for His name.  

 

19   [Acts 15:15 KJV]   And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, 

   James is confirming all that has been said and all that has taken place is from 
God, with the words, “It is written”. 

   Today God still confirms to us what is true and reveals to us what is false by His 
Word. We are misguided so much in the Church today because we don’t know 
enough of the Word and we don’t live by and stand on what we do know. 

 

20   [Acts 15:16-18 KJV]   After this I will return, and will build again the 

tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, 
and I will set it up:  17  That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all 
the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these 
things.  18   Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world. 

  God will deal with the Gentiles “until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in”. 
“After this”, God will restore His work on the Nation of Israel. 

   Any nation or people can be save today by putting their faith in the Lord Jesus 
and His finished work, but here in Acts 15 and in the world today God is bringing 
up a body of believers mostly of the Gentile nation. 

   God knows when the last Gentile will believe and He knows their name. He has 
always known! 



“Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the world”. 

 

21 [Acts15:19-21 KJV]   Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which 

from among the Gentiles are turned to God:  20  But that we write unto them, 
that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and [from] fornication, and [from] 
things strangled, and [from] blood.  21  For Moses of old time hath in every city 
them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day. 

   As followers of Jesus we are not bound by the legalists rules, just as the Gentiles 
of that day were not bound by the law, but Christians should “abstain from all 
appearance of evil” and we should do our very best not to offend our brothers 
and sisters or cause someone else to stumble because of our actions, even if they 
are not sinful. Christian should know how to practice courtesy in different 
situations. 

 

22  [Acts 15:22-29 KJV]  Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole 

church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas; [namely], Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the 
brethren:  23   And they wrote [letters] by them after this manner; The apostles 
and elders and brethren [send] greeting unto the brethren which are of the 
Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia:  24   Forasmuch as we have heard, that 
certain which went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your 
souls, saying, [Ye must] be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no 
[such] commandment  25   It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one 
accord, to send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul   26   
Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.   27   
We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall also tell [you] the same things 
by mouth.  28   For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you 
no greater burden than these necessary things;  29   That ye abstain from meats 
offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: 
from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well. 

   The apostles and elders in Jerusalem sent a letter of greetings back unto the 
“brethren which are of the Gentiles” in Antioch. This had to take a load off of 
their hearts. They were not lacking in their salvation, they were brethren by the 



grace of God and their faith in Him. They did not have to become Jews to be 
saved. It was obvious that a work of grace had been done in them just as it was 
done in the Jews. 

  Our righteousness before God is not based on man’s standards but on God’s 
grace. 

 

23   [Acts 15:30, 31 KJV] So when they were dismissed, they came to Antioch: and 

when they had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the epistle:  31   
[Which] when they had read, they rejoiced for the consolation.  

   The Gospel gives us comfort and invites us to God. The Law shows us how short 
we fall. 

 

24[Acts 15:32-35 KJV] And Judas and Silas, being prophets also themselves, 

exhorted the brethren with many words, and confirmed [them].  33  And after 
they had tarried [there] a space, they were let go in peace from the brethren 
unto the apostles.  34   Notwithstanding it pleased Silas to abide there still.  35   
Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word 
of the Lord, with many others also. 

   Lasting damage could have been done in the Church in Antioch from the false 
teaching ( 15:1 ), but because of godly men listened to the Holy Spirit and acted 
accordingly, the Church was encouraged and strengthened. And the Word of 
God continued to be proclaimed. 

   I had a Pastor tell me one time that he had a dispute with a member of his 
congregation. He said that a wise man in the church pulled him aside one 
Sunday and told him, “the spiritual person in this disagreement will do what is 
right”. 

   Let us be found doing what is right. 

 



25   [Acts 15:36 KJV] And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go 

again and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of 
the Lord, [and see] how they do. 

   Paul didn’t just preach the Word, he also knew that he had a responsibility to 
disciple the new believers so they would grow in their faith.  

   I’m guilty of just going to Providence Baptist Church along with about a 
hundred other people. There is work to be done, not to just make sure things are 
running smoothly, which they seldom are, but to make sure younger Christians 
are growing spiritually. I don’t know about you, but that convicts me. 

 

26   [Acts 15:37 KJV]  And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose 

surname was Mark.  

   John Mark and Barnabas were cousins (col. 4:10) and Barnabas (the son of 
consolation) was determined for Mark to go on this trip with him and Paul. He 
was ready to give him a second chance. That’s what the son of encouragement 
does. But in his effort to forgive and forget, he didn’t talk to Paul about it first. 
Nevertheless, it was his idea and it was a good one as far as he was concerned. 
Remember that John Mark deserted Paul and Barnabas in Perga on their last 
trip together. Needless to say it didn’t work out like Barnabas thought it should. 

   But God is still in control. This situation really brings Romans 8:28 to light for 
me. “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose”. 

   God had a plan that even Paul and Barnabas didn’t know about. 

 

27  [Acts 15:38 KJV] But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who 

departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work. 

   Just as Barnabas had made up his mind that John Mark was going with them, 
Paul had made up his mind that he was not.  Isn’t it nice to see that even the 
great men of the Bible had disagreements? We are not always going to agree on 



everything, it would be nice if we could but we are all put together differently 
and that is by God’s design. What really matters is how we handle or differences. 

 

28  [Act 15:39 KJV]  39 And the contention was so sharp between them, that they 

departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed 
unto Cyprus; 

  They had a pretty sharp disagreement and they went different ways, but they 
didn’t split the church and try to get others to side with them. Most importantly 
the work of God didn’t stop, it actually multiplied. 

   It’s a shame that when we disagree today we pull up our roots and go to 
another Church and try to plant them there. We’re not too interested in the 
work of God at that point and usually it takes some time before we are.  Paul 
and Barnabas did go their separate ways. But the Gospel went with them. 

 

29  [Act 15:40, 41 KJV]  40 And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being 

recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God.  41   And he went through 
Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches.  

   The Church has two mission projects now. It may not have been happened the 
way we would have liked, but it happened. The important thing is God was still 
glorified and the Churches were strengthened. The work never stopped.  

 

The last two devotions are from Adrian Rogers, not me, but they are two of my 
favorites 

 

30  “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 

abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in Me. I am the vine, ye are 
the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing.” John 15:4-5 

  



You’ll never see a fruit factory. Now, you’ll see factories for making clothing, cars, 
and computers, but not a fruit factory. Instead fruit is grown in an orchard. It is 
dependent upon life. 

  

There is no fruit without life. The only way that fruit is going to ripen and grow is 
in the right climate and with the right nutrients. Just like we can’t grow bananas 
in Alaska, we can’t grow and produce the fruit of the Spirit unless we’re in the 
place where the Spirit can produce His fruit in us. And that place is walking and 
abiding in the Spirit.    

 

31  “Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice.” Philippians 4:4 

 Happiness comes from outside circumstances. Joy comes from within. So it’s cruel 
to say to people who are in sorrow, “Smile and be happy.” Better to come 
alongside and mourn with them than to try to force the square peg of happiness 
into a round hole of sorrow.  

The human life is a life of tragedy, sorrow, heartache, and pain. Yet in every 
difficulty, you can find joy. Happiness is an outside job. Joy is an inside job. 

 

    


